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NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY 
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS

The Forerunner Training Center and Forerunner Chris-
tian Academy admits students of any race, color, national, 
and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, 
and activities generally accorded or made available to stu-
dents at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of 
its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship 
and loan programs, and athletic or other school-adminis-
tered programs.

Dear Editor,
It has recently come to my attention that there is an issue that is now being talked about in 

the community that involves me, and, as one of the city’s political leaders, I wanted to take 
the time to address it head on, so there is no miscommunication or false rumors that start to 
take on a life of their own.

The issue pertains to a simple mistake that was made in the filing and maintaining of pa-
pers for a non-profit organization that I am affiliated with and has been a topic of conversa-
tion that is just now getting around to me.  The mishap involves an error in the filing of the 
names of the organization’s secretary and treasurer and the failure to file the proper annual 
paperwork in the first year of its start up.

The first that I knew of the errors was when two of our Aldermen, John Maloney and 
Brent Steeno, came to me to ask about the matter a couple of weeks ago.  They showed me 
copies of the initial papers filed for the start up of the non-profit back in December of 2011, 
and their names were mistakenly listed as the organizations’ secretary and treasurer.

When filling out the original paperwork, I was simply trying to format a page that re-
quired the Name and Contact Info for the President, Secretary, and Treasurer of the organi-
zation.  I was concerned that all of the information wouldn’t fit on that particular page and 
would “roll” onto the next page, so I just typed in the information of the two people who 
happened to be in my office at that time, John Maloney and Brent Steeno, as “place holders” 
for that information.  It wasn’t supposed to mean anything.  It could have been “Mohammad 
Ali” and “Joe Frazier” that I typed in.  I was just “formatting” the page.  The information 
was SUPPOSED to be replaced (by my Treasurer) with the information of the real Treasurer 
and real Secretary.  It just didn’t happen when the document was passed along to him.  But, 
nevertheless, I still take full responsibility for the filing of the wrong document, and I told 
John and Brent so.

There is truly nothing more to it than that…..a failure to “cut and paste”….
I assured Alderman Maloney and Alderman Steeno that, though the mistake was glaringly 

apparent, it was certainly not malicious in intent.  I sincerely apologized to both of them, not 
because I’d been “found out for some nefarious plot” that I was trying to involve them in, 
but rather because I was profoundly embarrassed that their names and contact information 
had not been properly replaced.  They both assured me that they took me at my word and 
were more than willing to put this matter behind us.

And then, after all this, to make matters worse, unbeknownst to me, the fiscal year end 
paperwork was not properly filed this past December as required, as our Treasurer was in 
the hospital for the first of two heart surgeries he has recently undergone.  I was just notified 
of the dissolution of the organization, and we are in the middle of filing for its reinstatement.

Now, I have heard a couple of different stories that have been told in the community that 
automatically assume that I am either falsely stating my “importance” in a do-good organi-
zation or that I must be pilfering money illegally through the non-profit for my own benefit.  
Nothing could be further from the truth.  And it is important to point out that this non-profit 
organization never has been, and never will be, a political organization.  It’s simply been 
used to raise donations and help those in need in Grandview and the South Kansas City 
area.  There’s nothing political about that.  And not a dime of public money has ever been 
used in this organization…not a dime of the donated money was ever put at risk…nor will 
it ever be.

I apologize to anyone possibly offended by this mishap, and hopefully, this will answer 
any questions and end all the “speculation”.  Now there might be certain people in the com-
munity who will still want to “stir up” the rumors, but it’s important that you all know the 
full facts so that you can dispel any “story” that is put forth in the city about this matter.

Sincerely and Respectfully,
Steve Dennis
Grandview, MO

Dear Editor,
The lengths people will go to win a school board election is sad.  On Saturday, March 30, 

a final mailer was sent to voters and I would like to set the record straight.  
With that I would like to address the concerns of those who don’t know me well enough 

to see this for what it is, political mud.
 I am not simply a cookie decorator.  I am the owner of A Sweet Expression.  I have been 

in business since 1999 and have had several locations including Lee’s Summit, Bannister 
Mall, Downtown City Market and Pleasant Hill.  Our current building in Pleasant Hill is 
being renovated.  It has been unusable since the flooding of Lake Annette ten years ago, 
however it will be reopening this spring with the same quality candy and cookie bouquets, 
gift items and an old fashioned ice cream fountain.  In 2001, our store in Lee’s Summit 
won Best Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor in Kansas City through the Pitch.  The website 
is www.asweetexpression.com.

 I am a certified K-8 teacher in the state of Missouri.  I began teaching at North Rock 
Creek / Korte, Academy of Environmental Science after graduating from Avila University.  
I developed a love for science and wrote several grants that benefited our students.  I taught 
for twelve years and left the district to start my own business.  In 2006, I taught in the Hick-
man Mills School District where two additional grants were written and funded.  One was a 
school wide initiative to decrease bullying.  I resigned at the end of the year.  My teaching 
experiences are the reason I originally ran for the Hickman Mills School Board.  It is the 
ability to see issues from both sides that enable me to make the decisions necessary to get 
our district back on the right track.

 I have lived on the same street in Ruskin Village for the past 40 years.  Though I do own 
commercial property in Pleasant Hill, MO, I do not live there.  I also do not have a boyfriend 
in Cass County.

 Failure to pay back taxes???  My house caught on fire and was empty for a year in 2003.  
I never received the notice.  Last Monday I contacted the county and found out the allega-
tion was true.  I immediately paid the $60 that was owed.    Currently no taxes are due.

During my tenure on the school board, we were a fully accredited school district.  My 
experience with educators and the ability to interpret the data are what caused me to alert 
my colleagues to our slipping scores. The state was giving us warnings, but the district ad-
ministration was covering it up..  Blaming me for the current state of the district is as fool 
hardy as blaming the present school board and board president for failing the district, as our 
accreditation was lost under their watch.

I was “ousted” from the board in 2011.  This was due to a campaign strategy against me 
by those who wanted to keep their heads in the sand about our district.  

The mailer was inundated with lies and some voters bought it.  What they didn’t know 
was that the committee Parents United does not exist.  The woman who supposedly paid 
for the mailer is not a registered voter, and does not exist in the state of Mo. according to 
research done by KSHB TV.  Some  people working the polls were allegedly paid $100 a 
piece to work the day of the election.  Many wore the bright yellow  Freedom Inc. jackets.  
In addition, the night before the election, robo calls were made to voters.  The first repeated 
the lies about George Flesher and me.  A second robo call minutes later endorsed the other 
two candidates.  When you consider that there are 18 polls and two people at most of the 
polls, this was an expensive endeavor.  I spent $400 total.  With that I purchased two ads in 
the Jackson County Advocate and flyers that I had printed at Kinkos.  Two friends and my 
daughter worked the polls for me. I did buy them dinner. For all our efforts, we only lost to 
their mega campaign by 140 votes.  Some voters believed the ugliness.  The reaction from a 
few voters was sad.  The anger they exhibited towards me was unbelievable.  I am thankful 
that over a thousand voters saw the campaign for what it was, lies.  The new superintendent 
will have a very difficult task bringing the district around if the board does not support him.  
Above all, it  will not take long for those who supported this campaign to reap the rewards 
from this. Just remember, God doesn’t like ugly.

Debbie Aiman
Kansas City, MO

they understand non-profit 
bookkeeping, and they just 
really have a wide range of 
expertise. They’ve come 
in and helped us develop 
a strategic plan, and that’s 
been quite a few years ago.”

Most recently, Sup-
port KC came in to look at 
CAC’s aging accounting 
system and was able to offer 
guidance. According to Ow-
sley, Support KC is trying 
to help nonprofits do their 
work better. While they 
charge for their services, it 
can be a more reasonable 
option. 

Community Assistance 
Council provides services 
to around 450 families on 
a monthly basis. For many 
years, CAC was a small, 
grassroots organization that 
has expanded as the needs 
of the community grew. 

“Do we have enough 
money to serve everyone 
who comes to us? No,” said 

Owsley, “but this award is 
something that we’ll be able 
to also say to funders, we’ve 
been recognized for the 
work we’re doing. Hope-
fully that will help.”

While Owsley feels the 
award itself will help with 
additional funding, she said 
the process to win the award 
has helped as well. CAC has 
been in the process for the 
last few years of developing 
and implementing a stra-
tegic plan, which included 
software and technology 
updates. 

“It’s really nice to have 
the acknowledgement that 
we’re getting there and 
we’re working toward our 
goals,” said Owsley. 

CAC is working on look-
ing at ways to help people 
to avoid crisis. Classes on 
financial planning and sur-
vival skills, along with oth-
ers, are offered through the 
organization. 

“Whether it’s educational 
programming, or offering 
computer usage, there will 
just never be enough money 
in the world to help every-
body with everything,” said 
Owsley. “We’d like to help 
people supplement what 
they have so they can be 
more self-sufficient.”

In March, CAC hosted 
a toilet paper drive, called 
“Tee Pee CAC”. During the 
event, over 1600 rolls of 
toilet paper were collected. 
April is spring cleaning 
month, and CAC is col-
lected cleaning supplies for 
those who need them. Com-
munity Assistance Council 
offers food, clothing and 
utility assistance to resi-
dents of South Kansas City. 
They are located at 10901 
Blue Ridge Blvd. and can be 
found online at www.cackc.
org. 

At the request of the ASPCA, members of the Wayside Waifs Animal Rescue & Re-
sponse Team are assisting in caring for nearly 100 animals seized in a federal dog fighting 
investigation. From properties in Missouri, Kansas and Texas, Wayside helped transport the 
animals, most of them pit bulls and a few chickens, to a temporary shelter.

Over the next few days, Wayside staff members will assist the ASPCA’s medical team 
at the temporary shelter as they triage and evaluate the dogs. They will also help provide 
daily medical care and treatment for the animals, in addition to socialization and behavioral 
enrichment at the temporary shelter.

It is too early to determine the length of their assistance with the temporary shelter opera-
tion or placement options as this is an ongoing investigation and the animals are considered 
evidence.

Dog fighting is one of the most brutal forms of animal abuse, in which people profit from 
the torture of innocent animals. Wayside Waifs encourages the public to report any signs of 
dog fighting to the local law enforcement agency. 

Wayside Waifs Assists ASPCA in Caring for Dogs 
Rescued from Regional Dog Fighting Ring
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You don’t find it odd 
that you’re wearing a 

Chiefs hat with a 
Wrigley Field shirt? 

What can I say? 
I like my hockey 

teams! 

With the deadline to file 
state tax returns quickly 
approaching, the Missouri 
Department of Revenue has 
advice for Missourians who 
have not yet filed their re-
turns.

The filing deadline for 
state and federal tax returns 
is Monday, April 15.  

The Department encour-
ages people to file their re-
turns electronically, if pos-
sible.  This method is more 
convenient, reduces the 
chance for errors and usual-
ly reduces the time waiting 
for refunds.

The Department also en-
courages taxpayers to make 
sure they sign their returns, 
double check all math com-
putations and see that all 
the necessary forms are at-
tached.

If a taxpayer knows that 
he or she will not be able to 
file a complete return by the 
due date, he or she can file 
for an extension of time to 
file their return.  If citizens 
receive an extension of time 
to file their federal income 
tax returns, they will auto-
matically be granted an ex-
tension of time to file a Mis-
souri income tax return.  A 
copy of the federal extension 
(Federal Form 4868) would 
need to be attached to the 

Missouri income tax return 
when it is filed.  A taxpayer 
who receives an extension 
of time to file a return must 
still pay the tax on or before 
the original due date of the 
return.  Information about 
tax extensions and access to 
the Form 4868 is available 
at this link:  http://www.irs.
gov/pub/irs-pdf/f4868.pdf

Filing for an extension 
does not extend the time to 
pay taxes that are due.  If a 
citizen expects to owe state 
income tax, the Missouri ex-
tension Form MO-60 should 
be filed with a payment by 
the original due date of the 
return.  A 5 percent penalty 
and interest will apply on 
any unpaid balance not paid 
by the original due date of 
the return.  A copy of the 
MO-60 and instructions for 
the form are available here:  
http://dor.mo.gov/forms/
MO-60_2012.pdf

Many taxpayer questions 
can be answered at the De-
partment’s website at www.
dor.mo.gov. If the ques-
tion is not answered using 
website information, citi-
zens with specific questions 
about individual income tax 
returns may call (573) 751-
3505 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays or e-mail the 
Department at income@dor.

mo.gov.
The Department also has 

tax assistance centers locat-
ed in seven Missouri cities.  
The centers are in Cape Gi-
rardeau, Jefferson City, Jop-
lin, Kansas City, St. Joseph, 
St. Louis and Springfield.  
Office hours are 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.  Citizens who have 
questions about the prepa-
ration of their tax returns 
can call, email or visit the 
centers.  Contact informa-
tion and office addresses 
are available at http://dor.
mo.gov/contact/assistance.
php.

Missouri tax forms for 
Tax Year 2012 and other 
years are available on the 
Department’s website at 
http://dor.mo.gov/forms/.  
All the forms and instruc-
tions for the forms can be 
printed on demand directly 
from the website.  Some of 
the forms can also be filled 
out on the computer and 
then printed and mailed to 
the Department of Revenue.  
These forms print with a 2-D 
barcode that helps speed up 
processing.  

A toll-free, automated 
phone number to order 
forms is 1-800-877-6881.  

Department of Revenue Offers Tips for Tax 
Return Filers Before April 15 Deadline

As the weather continues 
to warm, the City of Kansas 
City, Mo., has begun instal-
lation of 352 lane miles of 
bike routes and “share the 
road” signs throughout the 
city. Located primarily on 
quiet residential streets, the 
signs provide the begin-
ning for a 600-mile bikeway 
system in Kansas City. The 

signage will not only help 
guide cyclists as they travel, 
but they also will help cy-
clists identify which streets 
are bicycle-friendly for 
travel.

Installation of the signs 
will complete the third 
phase of a three-phase proj-
ect that started in 2002 with 
the adoption of the Bike 

KC plan. Phase 2 was com-
pleted in 2010 when the 
City replaced water inlets, 
sewer grates and utility cov-
ers with ones that are safer 
for cyclists along the initial 
176-mile route. This work 
is part of a $1.9 million fed-
eral Congestion Mitigation 
Air Quality grant received 
by the City.

Details of the new route 
system can be found on 
the City’s website at www.
kcmo.org/bikekc. In addi-
tion to the signed routes, 
the City has constructed 24 
lane miles of bike lanes, 
nine lane miles of sharrows 
and 65 miles of trails. When 
fully implemented, the City 
will have 600 miles of on-
street bicycle facilities and 
230 miles of shared use 
trails.

“The City is committed 
to becoming a platinum-
designated bicycle-friendly 
community by 2020,” said 
Sherri McIntyre, Public 
Works director. “Adding 
bike facilities like the route 
signage is a priority for the 
City. Implementation of this 
project has provided the 
most cost effective means of 
constructing the facilities by 
leveraging federal and state 
funds with local funding.”

For questions about this 
project, please contact Proj-
ect Manager Mario Vasquez 
at 816-513-2726 or Bicycle 
Pedestrian Coordinator Deb 
Ridgway at 816-513-2592.

KC Becomes More Bicycle-friendly


