
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 

 WESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

 WESTERN DIVISION 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  )  

) 

Plaintiff,  ) 

)  

v.      ) Case No. 13-00413-01-CR-W-HFS 

) 

TERESA YORK,    )  

) 

Defendant.  ) 

 

 

DEFENDANT’S SENTENCING MEMORANDUM 

 

Comes now the defendant, Teresa York, by her undersigned counsel, Larry C. Pace, 

Assistant Federal Public Defender and submits the following sentencing memorandum and a 

request for a variance, to aid the Court during the upcoming sentencing proceedings. 

 FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a) 

1. The nature and circumstances of the offense and the history and characteristics of 

the defendant. The offense is extremely serious and the defendant understands the serious nature of 

her conduct and has accepted responsibility for her actions.  However, the history and 

characteristics show a 59 year old attorney who prior to this conduct had no law enforcement 

contact whatsoever.  She received a law degree in 1983 and began working for the Jackson 

County Circuit Court in 1984. From 2003 to 2012, she was the Court Administrator working 

closely with each of the Judges and court staff.  She had an exemplary record and but for the 

recognized mental illness that she suffers, would never have been drawn to this conduct to satisfy 

her addition to gambling.  The PSIR shows a woman who is a hard worker, has a legal education, 

has always maintained steady employment and up until the events in this case, had an excellent 

work history. 

Case 4:13-cr-00413-HFS   Document 16   Filed 06/24/14   Page 1 of 3



 
 2 

2. The sentence must reflect the seriousness of the offense and promote respect for the 

law and provide just punishment.  The defendant now has a felony conviction, has lost her ability 

to practice law, has lost her career and has suffered the public embarrassment of her actions, all of 

which contribute to show the seriousness of this case and has punished her for her conduct. A 

sentence of probation with restitution, in addition to what she has already suffered, would promote 

respect for the law and be more than enough to satisfy the punishment element. 

3. The sentence should afford adequate deterrence and protect the public from further 

crimes.  The defendant has already been removed from her position with the Court and has lost 

her license to practice law. This, in itself, is adequate punishment and would afford deterrence for 

others.  There is nothing to indicate that the public is in need of any protection from this 

defendant. 

4. The sentence should also provide the defendant with needed educational or 

vocational training, medical care and other correctional treatment in the most effective manner.  

The PSIR shows that the defendant is suffering from bipolar affective disorder, depression, severe 

and generalized anxiety disorder, pathological gambling disorder and dysthymia.  She is and has 

been under the care of medical professionals for psychiatric treatment and a sentence of probation 

would allow her to continue to get the medical care that she needs.   

5. Kathleen Mahoney, Assistant United States Attorney, counsel for plaintiff, has 

suggested a 27 month sentence which is both excessive and is not justified by any of the factors 

listed herein.  

WHEREFORE, defendant Teresa York, respectfully requests this Court, after 

consideration of the factors set forth in 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a), to impose a sentence of probation, and 

in the alternative, one year and one day, to be followed by a supervised release term of 3 years, and 
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to waive any fine or costs of incarceration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

/s/ Larry C. Pace                                

Larry C. Pace 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

818 Grand Avenue, Suite 300 

Kansas City, Missouri 64106 

(816) 471-8282 

 

 

 

 

 

 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

In accordance with Rule 49(a), (b) and (d), Fed. R. Crim. P., and Rule 5(b), Fed. R. Civ. P., 

it is hereby certified that one copy of the foregoing Sentencing Memorandum was electronically 

filed and emailed to Kathleen Mahoney, Assistant United States Attorney, counsel for Plaintiff, 

this 24th day of June, 2014. 

 

 
/s/ Larry C. Pace                                
Larry C. Pace 
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