
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY  
SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STATE OF MISSOURI 
 
 
STEPHANIE BRUNO,    ) 
3900 NW 60th Place     )      
Kansas City, Missouri 64151    ) 
       ) 
and       ) 
       ) 
JOHN AND C.D. BRUNO,    ) 
4702 NW Linden Rd     )      
Kansas City, Missouri 64151    )  
       ) 
   Plaintiffs,   ) 
       ) 
 v.      ) CASE NO.____________ 
       ) DIVISION ___________ 
Donald Hubbard     ) 
 11115 N Lewis Ave    ) 
 Kansas City, Missouri, 64157   )      
       ) JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
and       ) 
       ) 
Kansas City Downtown Hotel Group, L.L.C.  )  
Serve Registered Agent:    ) 
 Landmark Hotel Company   ) 
 300 W. 11th Street     ) 
 Kansas City, Missouri 64105   ) 
       ) 
and       ) 
       )  
Marriott International, Inc.     ) 
Serve Registered Agent:    )   
 Corporate Creations Network, Inc.   ) 
 1001 Craig Road #260   )      
 St. Louis, Missouri 63146   ) 
       ) 

Defendants.    ) 



 
 

PETITION 

 COMES NOW Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno as Plaintiff Ad Litem, and as Representative for 

all persons identified by § 537.080 R.S.Mo, and John and C.D. “Dee” Bruno as Representative 

for all persons identified by § 537.080 R.S.Mo and for their claims and causes of action against 

the Defendants, state and allege: 

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno is a resident and citizen of the State of Missouri 

residing in Kansas City, Missouri. Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno was Decedent Anthony Bruno’s 

wife and a Class I Beneficiary entitled to bring this action against Defendants for the wrongful 

death of Anthony Bruno. 

2. Plaintiffs John and Dee Bruno are residents and citizens of the State of Missouri 

residing in Kansas City, Missouri. Plaintiffs John and Dee Bruno were Decedent Anthony 

Bruno’s parents and Class I Beneficiaries entitled to bring this action against Defendants for the 

wrongful death of Anthony Bruno. 

3. Plaintiffs bring this action pursuant to § 537.080 R.S.Mo. Plaintiffs are the 

members of the class of individuals authorized to pursue a wrongful death claim.  

4. Defendant Donald Hubbard is an individual over the age of 21 who is a citizen of 

Missouri.  

5. Kansas City Downtown Hotel Group, L.L.C. is a Missouri limited liability 

corporation which has its principal place of business 200 W. 12th Street, Kansas City, Missouri 

and may be served at 300 West 11th Street, Kansas City, Missouri.  



6. Marriott International, Inc. is a Delaware corporation which may be served at 

1001 Craig Road #260, St. Louis, Missouri.  

7. At all relevant times, Defendants Kansas City Downtown Hotel Group, L.L.C. 

and Marriott International, Inc. (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Defendants Marriot 

Group”) co-owned and operated a Marriot hotel located at 200 West 12th Street, Kansas City, 

Missouri 64105. 

AGENCY 

8. At all relevant times, Defendants Marriot Group were acting by and through their 

actual and/or ostensible employees and agents, including Defendant Hubbard, in operating their 

hotel. Whenever reference in this Petition is made to any act or transaction by Defendants such 

allegation shall be deemed to mean that the principals, officers, directors, employees, agents 

and/or representatives of such Defendants committed, knew of, performed, authorized, ratified 

and/or directed such act or transaction on behalf of such Defendants while actively engaged in 

the scope of their duties. 

9. At all relevant times, Defendants Hubbard was acting within the course and scope 

of his employment and/or agency as a security guard for Defendants Marriot Group in pursuit of 

furthering the interests of Defendants Marriot Group.  

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

10. Jurisdiction is proper in this Court pursuant to R.S.Mo. § 506.500 in that many of 

the material events that comprise the basis of Plaintiffs’ claims occurred in Missouri and 

Plaintiffs are seeking damages in excess of $15,000.   



11. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to R.S.Mo. § 508.010 because Plaintiffs 

were first injured in Jackson County, Missouri and/or because several Defendants reside in – or 

have registered agents in –Jackson County, Missouri.    

12. Defendant Kansas City Downtown Hotel Group, L.L.C has its principal place of 

business in Missouri and therefore is a citizen of the State of Missouri. Defendant Hubbard is a 

resident of Missouri and therefore is a citizen of the State of Missouri. Because Plaintiffs are 

citizens of the State of Missouri and Defendants Kansas City Downtown Hotel Group, L.L.C and 

Hubbard are citizens of the State of Missouri, complete diversity does not exist in this matter and 

this case cannot be properly removed to federal court.  

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

13. On the night of November 31, 2013, Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno and Decedent 

Anthony Bruno were guests of Defendants Marriot Groups’ hotel.  That evening, Plaintiff and 

Decedent attended their wedding reception amongst close family and friends.    

14. After the reception, Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno, Decedent Anthony Bruno and a 

family member got in a cab and returned to the Marriott hotel located at 200 West 12th Street, 

Kansas City, Missouri 64105 at approximately 2 a.m. on December 1, 2013.  

15. Upon arrival at the Marriot, Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno and Decedent Anthony 

Bruno got into an altercation with the cab driver. 

16. The altercation resolved and Decedent Anthony Bruno walked down the street 

and away from the cab driver in an attempt to clear his head.   

17. That night, Defendant Hubbard was acting as a security guard for Defendants 

Marriot Group. At the time of the altercation, Defendant Hubbard was not at the scene and 



therefore did not see any of the events surrounding the altercation between Decedent and the cab 

driver.  

18. Upon information and belief, Defendants Marriot Group requested that Defendant 

Hubbard come to the hotel entrance.  

19. Several minutes after the altercation, Defendant Hubbard arrived at the hotel 

entrance where Defendants Marriott Group instructed Defendant Hubbard to pursue Decedent 

Anthony Bruno.  

20. Under the direction of Defendants Marriott Group, Defendant Hubbard proceeded 

to pursue Decedent Anthony Bruno as he walked through a nearby alley and side street. 

Eventually Defendant Hubbard intercepted Decedent Anthony Bruno and forced Decedent 

Anthony Bruno to the ground.  

21. Defendant Hubbard proceeded to repeatedly kick Decedent in the ribs.  

22. Subsequently, Defendant Hubbard demanded Decedent put his hands behind his 

head. Decedent repeatedly pleaded with Defendant Hubbard that he was attempting to comply 

and that putting his hands behind his head would result in smashing his face into the sidewalk. 

Defendant Hubbard proceeded to strike Decedent with his knee in the back of the head.  

23. Decedent responded by grabbing Defendant Hubbard in an attempt to gain control 

of the situation.  

24. Decedent struck Defendant Hubbard in the face and Defendant Hubbard 

proceeded to pull out his firearm and shoot Decedent in the body twice. 

25. As a result of the gun shots to his body Decedent Anthony Bruno died moments 

later.  



26. Defendant Hubbard did not attempt to call for the assistance of the police or any 

other emergency services at any point during the altercation.  

27. At all relevant times, Defendant Hubbard was not in possession of a radio, pepper 

spray, Taser or any other type non-lethal force. Defendant Hubbard had a propensity and history 

of being hyperaggressive to individuals he considered potential suspects including but not 

limited to an incident on June 9, 2013 in which Defendant Hubbard committed an unprovoked 

assault an individual while on duty.  

28.  When Defendant Hubbard confronted Decedent, he acted in a private capacity for 

the Defendants Marriot Group. 

29. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ actions, the deceased, Anthony 

Bruno, was killed. By virtue of his untimely death, Plaintiffs are lawfully entitled to such 

damages as are fair and just for the death and loss thus occasioned, including but not limited to 

the pecuniary losses suffered by reason of the death, funeral expenses, and the reasonable value 

of the services, consortium, companionship, comfort, instruction, guidance, counsel, training, 

and support of which Plaintiffs have been deprived by reason of such death, further including 

past and future lost income, household services, and other value of benefits which would have 

been provided by the deceased.  

30. Plaintiffs further claims such damages as the deceased suffered between the time 

of injury and the time of his death and for the recovery of which the deceased might have 

maintained an action had death not ensued including, but not limited to, mental anguish, physical 

disability, conscious pain and suffering, terror, and further considering the aggravating 

circumstances attendant upon the fatal injury. 



31. Plaintiffs further claim punitive and exemplary damages to include, but are not 

limited to, the wanton, willful, callous, reckless, and depraved conduct of Defendants which 

entitle Plaintiffs  to punitive damages to punish the Defendants and to deter future wrongdoing in 

that the acts and omissions of Defendants have manifested such reckless and complete 

indifference to and conscious disregard for the safety of the public that the decedent would have 

been entitled to punitive damages had he lived. 

32. Defendants showed complete indifference to and/or a conscious disregard for the 

safety of others by allowing untrained, poorly trained and/or incompetent employees to act as 

security guards whom Defendants knew were dangerous and potentially harmful to others. 

33. Defendants have demonstrated by their actions a complete indifference to the 

safety of the public. 

 COUNT I
NEGLIGENCE 

 (All Plaintiffs v. Defendants Marriott Group) 

34. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference the foregoing statements and allegations as 

though fully set forth herein.  

35. Defendants Marriott Group, as innkeepers, owners, and managers of a public 

hotel, owed a duty to Decedent Bruno and other invitees, to provide a safe establishment for all 

patrons. 

36. Defendants breached their duties of care and are responsible for the following acts 

and occurrences of negligence and carelessness by failing to measure up to the requisite 

standards of due care, practice and skill required by members of their respective businesses and 

professions, to wit: 

a. negligent hiring of Defendant Hubbard;  



b. negligent training of Defendant Hubbard;  

c. negligent failure to supervise and restrain Defendant Hubbard;  

d. negligent retention of Defendant Hubbard;  

e. negligent failure to ensure a safe premises for patrons;  

f. negligent failure to create and enforce policies requiring agents to have non-

lethal options available; and 

g. respondeat superior agency liability. 

37. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned acts of negligence, 

Anthony Bruno was killed, and Plaintiffs, as heretofore set out, suffered damages.  Defendants’ 

conduct which caused this damage showed complete indifference and a conscious disregard for 

the health and safety of others, justifying the imposition of punitive damages and/or damages for 

aggravating circumstances. 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray judgment against Defendants for actual damages sustained 

as a result of the injury to Plaintiffs, for an award of punitive damages and/or damages for 

aggravating circumstances; together with interest and costs of this action, and for such further 

relief as the Court deems fair and reasonable. 

 COUNT II
NEGLIGENCE  

 (All Plaintiffs v. Defendant Hubbard) 

38. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference the foregoing statements and allegations as 

though fully set forth herein.  

39. Defendant Hubbard, as an employee of a public hotel, owed a duty to Decedent 

and other invitees, to provide a safe establishment for all patrons, to avoid violent confrontations 

and avoid using excessive force.  



40. Defendant Hubbard had a duty to refrain from actions which a reasonable person 

would understand are likely to create a risk of injury to others including Decedent.  

41. Defendant breached his duty of care and is responsible for the following acts and 

occurrences of negligence and carelessness by failing to measure up to the requisite standards of 

due care, practice and skill required by members of his respective business and profession, to 

wit: 

a. negligent use of force against Decedent Bruno;  

b. negligent use of excessive force against Decedent Bruno;  

c. negligent infliction of emotional distress; 

d. negligent failure to carry proper instruments necessary to handle possible 

confrontations including a radio and non-lethal weapons; and 

e. negligent failure to call for emergency personnel.   

42. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned acts of negligence, 

Anthony Bruno was killed, and Plaintiffs, as heretofore set out, suffered damages.  Defendants’ 

conduct which caused this damage showed complete indifference and a conscious disregard for 

the health and safety of others, justifying the imposition of punitive damages and/or damages for 

aggravating circumstances. 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray judgment against Defendants for actual damages sustained 

as a result of the injury to Plaintiffs, for an award of punitive damages and/or damages for 

aggravating circumstances; together with interest and costs of this action, and for such further 

relief as the Court deems fair and reasonable. 



 COUNT III
LOSS OF CONSORTIUM 

 (Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno v. All Defendants) 

43. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the foregoing statements and allegations as 

though fully set forth herein.  

44. Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno was at all times relevant herein the wife of Decedent 

Anthony Bruno. 

45. As a direct and proximate result of the actions or inactions of the Defendants as 

set forth above, Plaintiff Stephanie Bruno sustained the loss of her husband’s consortium, 

society, companionship, comfort, protection, care, attention, advice and counsel, and guidance; 

loss of her husband’s financial support; loss of her husband’s services and has incurred medical 

expenses.  

46. Defendants’ conduct which caused this damage showed complete indifference 

and a conscious disregard for the health and safety of others, justifying the imposition of punitive 

damages and/or damages for aggravating circumstances. 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays judgment against Defendants for actual damages sustained 

as a result of the injury to Plaintiff, for an award of punitive damages and/or damages for 

aggravating circumstances; together with interest and costs of this action, and for such further 

relief as the Court deems fair and reasonable. 

 COUNT IV
WRONGFUL DEATH, PURSUANT TO R.S.M.O § 537.080 

 (All Plaintiffs v. All Defendants) 

47. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference the foregoing statements and allegations as 

though fully set forth herein.  



48. Plaintiffs make this separate claim for the wrongful death of Decedent Anthony 

Bruno, who on or about the 1st of December 2013 died as a direct and proximate result of the 

actions or inactions of the Defendants as set forth above, Anthony Bruno was killed, and 

Plaintiffs, as heretofore set out, suffered damages.   

49. As a further direct and proximate result of the aforementioned conduct of the 

Defendants, Plaintiffs were caused to incur funeral expenses, mental anguish, suffering and 

bereavement both prior to and subsequent to the death of the deceased; loss of companionship, 

comfort, protection, care, attention, advice, counsel and guidance; loss of financial support and 

loss of services of the deceased to Plaintiffs’ actual damages.  

50. Defendants’ conduct which caused this damage showed complete indifference 

and a conscious disregard for the health and safety of others, and constitutes aggravating 

circumstances leading to Decedent’s death. 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray judgment against Defendants for actual damages sustained 

as a result of the injury to Plaintiffs, for an award of punitive damages and/or damages for 

aggravating circumstances; together with interest and costs of this action, and for such further 

relief as the Court deems fair and reasonable. 

 COUNT V
PUNITIVE DAMAGES AND/OR AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES 

 (All Plaintiffs v. All Defendants) 

51. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference the foregoing statements and allegations as 

though fully set forth herein. 

52. Defendants committed one or more of the willful, wanton and malicious acts 

more fully set forth above which individually and/or cumulatively justify the submission of 

punitive damages and/or aggravating circumstances in the case.  



53. Defendants knew or had information from which, in the exercise of ordinary care, 

should have known that such conduct, as more fully set forth above,  created a high degree of 

probability of severe injury.  

54. The willful, wanton, and malicious acts of Defendants, as more fully set forth 

above, evidence Defendants’ complete indifference and conscious disregard for the health and 

safety of Plaintiff, and others similarly situated, justifying the submission of punitive damages 

and/or aggravating circumstances in this case.  

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray judgment against Defendants for actual damages sustained 

as a result of the injury to Plaintiffs, for an award of punitive damages and/or damages for 

aggravating circumstances; together with interest and costs of this action, and for such further 

relief as the Court deems fair and reasonable. 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL OF ALL ISSUES 

55. Plaintiffs demand a jury trial on all issues in this matter.  

                
      Respectfully submitted, 
      
 
       /s/ Kenneth B. McClain_____________________ 
      HUMPHREY, FARRINGTON  & McCLAIN, P.C. 

KENNETH B. McCLAIN  #32430 
      DANIEL A. THOMAS   #52030 
      TIMOTHY J. KINGSBURY  #64958 
      LAUREN E. McCLAIN  #65016 
      221 W. Lexington, Suite 400 
      Independence, Missouri 64050 
      Telephone: (816) 836-5050      
      Facsimile: (816) 836-8966  
      kbm@hfmlegal.com 
      dat@hfmlegal.com 
      tjk@hfmlegal.com   
      lem@hfmlegal.com 
 


