
 

 

 

 

 

  

March 13, 2014 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

On March 3, the Diocese of Kansas City – St. Joseph was informed that the 

Independence Police Department was investigating an allegation of suspicious conduct 

by Mr. Gregg Briggs, a part-time contractor and band instructor at St. Thomas More 

School. The suspicious conduct was alleged to have occurred at or near a school in 

Independence.  In accordance with diocesan procedure and policy, Mr. Briggs was placed 

on administrative leave pending the outcome of the investigation. The police 

investigation has concluded with no charges filed, however Mr. Briggs remains on leave 

pending our own internal investigation. 

  

Separately, on the afternoon of March 6, St. Thomas More School received an allegation 

of inappropriate behavior by Mr. Tod Barnard, who assists Mr. Briggs at band practice.  

Both the school and the Diocese immediately made a report to the Missouri Department 

of Social Services, Children’s Division, and Mr. Barnard was placed on administrative 

leave pending investigation by the Kansas City Police Department. 

  

St. Thomas More School and the Diocese had not previously received any report of 

suspicious conduct by either Mr. Briggs or Mr. Barnard.  Both men had undergone 

background screening, and were required to complete safe environment training per 

diocesan policy for any person working with minors. Both the school and the Diocese are 

cooperating with law enforcement authorities in these investigations.  

  

While it is important to remember that all accused persons are presumed to be innocent 

until proven otherwise, the commitment of the Diocese to the protection of children and 

young people prompts this communication to the school community at this time.   

  

If you have any information regarding these investigations, please contact the 

Independence Police Department at 816-325-7330, or the Kansas City Police Department 

at 816-234-5150.  You may also contact diocesan Ombudsman Jenifer Valenti at 816-

812-2500. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Brian Borgmeyer    

Principal     

St. Thomas More School   


